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is something fixed antecedent to action, then acting from inter-
est means trying to get more in the way of possessions for the
self — whether in the way of fame, approval of others, power
over others, pecuniary profit, or pleasure. Then the reaction
from this view as a cynical depreciation of human nature leads
to the view that men who act nobly act with no interest at
all. Yet to an unbiased judgment it would appear plain that
a man must be interested in what he is doing or he would
not do it. A physician who continues to serve the sick in a
plague at almost certain danger to his own life must be in-
terested in the efficient performance of his profession — more
interested in that than in the safety of his own bodily life.
But it is distorting facts to say that this interest is merely a
mask for an interest hi something else which he gets by con-
tinuing his customary services —such as money or good repute
or virtue; that it is only a means to an ulterior selfish end.
The moment we recognize that the self is not something ready-
made, but something in continuous formation through choice
of action, the whole situation dears up. A man's interest in
keeping at his work in spite of danger to life means that his
self is found in that work; if he finally gave up, and pre-
ferred his personal safety or comfort, it would mean that he
preferred to be thai kind of a self. The mistake lies in mak-
ing a separation between interest and self, and supposing
that the latter is the end to which interest in objects and acts
and others is a mere means. In fact, self and interest are
two names for the same fact; the kind and amount of interest
actively taken in a thing reveals and measures the quality
of selfhood which exists. Bear in mind that interest means
the active or moving identity of the self with a certain object,
and the whole alleged dilemma falls to the ground.
Unselfishness, for example, signifies neither lack of interest
in what is done (that would mean only machine-Hke indiffer-
ence) nor selflessness—which would mean absence of virility
and character. As employed everywhere outside of this

